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Character Building Blocks Playing Cards

Contents:
51 building block cards (2 sets to download)

Play matching games to join the character building blocks to make other
characters and words.

The playing cards have been designed (in most cases) to have the character in its
radical form. If there is a major difference between the radical form and the full
character form then the full character is shown on the top left and bottom right of
the playing card. Some additional characters (not radicals) and some strokes have
been added to the pack to be able to build the set of vocabulary.

A Chinese radical is part of a Chinese character and is how the character would be

found in a traditional Chinese dictionary. The radical usually relates to the
meaning of the character. Some radicals are useful to know and recognise.

Example: rén (person)
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Making words and phrases

Example:

hello

v v v
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The aim of these playing cards is to recognise Chinese radicals as character building blocks.
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Making words and phrases (continued)

Example:

animal

dong wu
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Greetings
hello

I'm good
thanks
she

he

them
have

at

name
home
Nature
animal
species
giant panda
red panda
mountain forest
rainforest
desert
river

sea

ocean

grass
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ni hdo

woO hén hao
xiéxie

ta

ta

tamen

you

zai

ming zi

jia

dong wu
zhdng

da xiéng mao
xia0 xibng mao
shanlin

yu lin

shamo

hé / jiang
hai

haiyang

cdo

Some possible words and phrases which can be made from the sets:

e
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b

f

A /el
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List of building block playing cards and their meanings:

/f man

| mouth
i earth

4 woman
a]‘ heart
hand

water

fire

grass, plant

dog, animal

bamboo

big

field

eye

horse

mountain

step

gate, door

child

king

small

halberd (a spear with battleaxe)

sun, day

moon, month
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:j" thumb (also Chinese inch or unit of length)
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List of building block playing cards and their meanings:

private

spoon

cow

do not

grain

middle

cloud

power, strength

wood, tree

rain

elderly female

sheep
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few

fourth in order

ten

blunt

body

speech

also

evening

pig

roof

strokes (combination of strokes to complete building blocks for this game)

strokes (combination of strokes to complete building blocks for this game)
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strokes (combination of strokes to complete building blocks for this game)




