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RZSS Confucius Classroom
RZSS is the first science specialist Confucius Classroom in the world!

Confucius Classrooms exist in schools throughout Scotland, UK and the world to promote the
learning of Chinese language and culture. In 2018 a new initiative proposed by the Confucius
Institute for Scotland’s Schools introduced the first specialist Confucius Classrooms in Scotland.

Zoo Fun with Mandarin

'Zoo Fun with Mandarin'is one of the courses within the RZSS Beyond the Panda programme. The
full course is available online at beyondthepanda.org.uk - 'Zoo Fun with Mandarin' section.

This booklet contains some basic notes and worksheets. Please note that it is designed to
accompany the course and therefore does not contain all the background information.
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Zoo Fun with Mandarin

Let’s count the animals!

Days, weeks, months

|, you, he, she, they, we...

Let’s introduce ourselves



Let’s count the animals!

Numbers 1- 10

liang zhi xido xiéng mao

yi  zhi da xiéng mao
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*  Each sentence translates as ‘one giant panda’; two red pandas; three tigers etc.

*  Note that the number 2 is &r = but when saying ‘two of something’, liang ™ is used.

*  Measure words are required in Mandarin and zhi X is a measure word for animals.
There are different measure words for different nouns. Another common measure
word for people and general objects is gé 4™, for example: wil gé rén £/~ A meaning
‘five people’.

*  The other characters are the names of the animals — see page 17.

*  Mandarinis a tonal language and the accents over the pinyin translations show the
tone. There are four tones and one neutral.
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1st 2nd 3rd 4th



Let’s count the animals!

Big numbers
Notes: H T
*  Once you know the numbers 1 to 10, you can count up to 99. 12 +j
e 11=10+1; 12=10+ 2 etc. see table - =
e 20=2x10; 30=3x 10 etc. see table H ™
. 21=(2x10)+1whichis =+ — v TE
. 37=(3x10)+7 whichis =+ % 16 =
*  There are different numbers to learn for 100, 1000, 10,000... 17 T
«  100isbdi —Ayibdi; 200 —&; 300=7% 18 A
* 1000 is gian —-F yi gian 13 +7
* 10,000 is wan —7 yi wan 20 =+
+ 100,000 =10 x 10,000, so + 7 shi wan 30 =+
* 1,000,000 =100 x 10,000, so — & 77 yi bai wan 40 9+
50 A+

Write these numbers in characters:

15 60 71

99 42 86

Download the Panda Game -
A fun interactive introduction to learning about the Mandarin language and China.

Roll again “*i =

() Panda Game f fi 5 4, RZSS



Days, Weeks, Months

Now we know numbers, we can learn how to say and write the date.

day month year
hao yue nian

% A #

To write the date in Chinese, the year is first, then the month, then the day. For the year,
the numbers are listed in order. Zero is ling .

er ling ér yi nian er yue g1 hao
7t February 2021 — e — ﬁ y .——}5] y ’b -
literally 2021 year, 2 month, 7 day

Write when your birthday is:
Example — The 12t June is my birthday.
Liu yueshi er haoshi wo deshéngri.

NAT = FREMER

yue hao shi wd de shéng ri.
H T AKRGER,
month day is my  birthday.

Play the online ‘Months and years’ game.

Additional note:

* yi(one)is pronounced in the first tone when it stands alone.

* |tis pronounced in the fourth tone, vi, if it is said in front of the first, second, or third tone.
For example, you may have noticed when counting giant pandas, — 2 X A&4% is yi zhi
daxiongmao.

* |tis pronounced in the second tone when it is said in front of the fourth tone. For
example, you may have noticed for 10,000, —77 is yi wan.

* 1, when listed as part of the date, is pronounced with the first tone.



Days, Weeks, Months

Now we know numbers, we can learn the days of the week.

week

xing qi

ZH

Sunday ZHE o ZHX

Monday 23—
Tuesday 2=
Wednesday _’g}iﬂ—:—
Thursday 23w
Fricay A
Saturday 2 47

Write the day of the week:
Example — Today is Wednesday.

Jin tianshi xing qi san.
S RAZIM=,

Jin tian shi xing qi

AR A ZH :

Today is week (day)

exercise Translate the days below and then play the online ‘Days of the week’ game.

activity

EMA 24X

ZH— Z 3R H




|, you, he, she, they, we...

The table shows how we form the words for |, my, we and us.

é&‘ wo means | or me O

éﬁ de means belonging to
(when used in this | notaword
on its own
example)

my or mine

;}&‘ é"lj wode means belonging Q
to me - ﬁ

not a word
on its own

/ﬂwj men means plural

%‘Q’f]] women means we or us O O

i

O
O

A wOmende | means belonging
A1 89 to us -
our, ours ﬁﬁi




|, you, he, She, they, We... (examples)

I, me £ wo KAHIT, W shi I3osh. | am a teacher.

my, mine K89 wode EAKMB.  Zhé shiwd de sha. This is my book.
we, us E X! wdmen AAMASF A,  Wodmen shixuésheng. We are students.
our, ours £A769 woOmende | EZ&ME9K, Zhe shi wdmende shui. This is our water.
you 145 ni R4 %5 ? Nijiaoshénme mingzi?  What are you called?
your 0] nide ARAARE 5, Na shinide sha. That is your book.
you (plural) 1541 nimen 1RATI5F ! Nimen hgo! Hello everyone!
your, yours ’f/j’: {]—] ) nimende X R AR89 FE /D ? Zhe xié shi nimende dongxi ma?

(plural) Are these your things?
he e, ta te E 3k P B4R, Taxihuan Zhonggud fan.  He likes Chinese food.
his A 84 tade XAME) K, Zhe shitade shui. This is his water.
they, them A tamen RS2 Lo Tamen déu xué Zhongwén. They all study Chinese.
(male)
their, theirs A8 tamende AR A AT E) 45 Na shi tamende zhi. That is their paper.
(male)
she b t3 WAL, Ta shi xuésheng. She is a student.
her, hers SR} tade XA WA K, Zhé shitade shul. This is her water.
they, them S tamen A& % B A. Tamen shi méigudrén. They are Americans.
(female)
their, theirs A8 tamende AR A 44789 45, Na shi tamende zh. That is their paper.

(female)

Notes:

* Itisthe same pattern for: | & wd;

youtRni; heftta; she# ta

* He and she are pronounced exactly the same but the character is slightly different. She
4 has the character for women within it. (This and other ‘building blocks’ of characters
will be looked at in the ‘Looking more closely at characters’ section.)




Let’s introduce ourselves

FARHT o
G A A

Pinyin:
Wang Ying: Nihao
Zhang Wéi: Ni hao. Ni hao ma?

Wang Ying: WO hén hao, ni ne?

Zhang Wéi: W06 hén hao. Ni jiao shénme mingzi?
Wing Ying: WG jido Wéng Ying, ni ne? Introduce yourself in Mandarin.

Zhang Wéi: W0 jiao Zhang Wéi.



Looking more closely at characters

The earliest form of Chinese writing is from around 2000 BCE.

Simple drawings or pictograms were found on animal bones
and the writing is known as oracle bone script.

The Chinese scripts have changed through time. Today there
are traditional and simplified characters in use. Simplified
characters are used in mainland China. Some other countries
use the traditional characters. This course uses simplified
characters.

Oracle bone script for some animals are shown below with the simplified characters
underneath.

Write the animal name under the oracle bone script. Choose from the following
animals:

elephant dog turtle rat horse chicken tiger

Clue: You may know some of the simplified characters or you may be able to
recognise some of the animals from the oracle bone drawings.

T4834 34

oR B R R % @

v

ma ht

xiang gui



Looking more closely at characters

Today there are four different types of Chinese characters:

* Pictograms — A picture of something. We have seen examples of these in the last exercise.

* Ideograms — A picture of an idea. For example, the characters for the first three numbers
represent the idea of these numbers ——=.

* Mixture of pictograms and/or ideograms — Putting characters together to make new
characters. For example, the word for good is hdo %F. This is the pictogram for woman
with the pictogram for child. It was always thought that a woman with a child was good.

b F - B

woman child good

* Phonograms — Putting characters together to make new characters where one character
shows the meaning and one character shows the sound. For example, the words far iZ
and garden & both have the character 7T . This provides the sound ‘yuan’. The other parts
of the characters show their meaning. Also note that each word has different tone.

- - N -
7L and ] is 17‘6
sound - yuan to walk quickly far
yuan
-
T o= O -
sound - yuan enclosure garden
yuan

Writing Chinese Characters

Characters are made up of basic strokes and the order you write the strokes is
important to form the character.

General rules:

top to bottom

left to right

horizontal first, vertical second
enclosures before content
close the frames last

uARWNE

There are some other rules when a character is symmetrical and strokes that cut
across other strokes but you can learn these as you learn the different characters.

Use the practice sheets (on the following pages) to write some Chinese characters.




Character practice grid

Character grids help beginners form the character correctly. Each Chinese character forms a
square shape. Notice that characters which have been formed from two characters still fit into
one square shape. For example, /K radical for tree meaning wood, is part of #& meaning forest
and # meaning tree and all characters form the same square shape.
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Character practice grid

Giant panda da xiéng mao is three characters and shown in the first three boxes.

Try to follow the stroke order rules.
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Pandas and much more!

da xiong mao xido xibng mao

A8 R AR

VAN AR

1. What does the Chinese name for the giant panda literally mean?

2. What does the Chinese name for the red panda literally mean?

3. Write the characters for big and small.

Download the current China habitat map and try to identify the different
habitats in China. Look closely to see the current distribution of giant pandas.
Download the historic China habitat map to see where giant pandas used to
live. The main threat to giant pandas has been habitat loss.

“n CHING

& S




Habitats of China

&» CHIN
\:':r

d

RZSS
desert shamo .&‘ /ﬁ
mountain shan mai 1—[4}37]4
mixed forest hun jiao lin /?b 5«&7}*
rainforest yu lin ﬁ:] 7}#—\
grasslands cao yuan ﬁf‘?
river hé liu 5?Tiﬁi

Looking at the translations above, work out the meaning of

shan lin

7

This is the habitat that the giant pandas currently live in.

Play the online ‘Chinese habitats with matching characters’ game.
To find out about some other Chinese animals and how they are adapted to
their habitats, play the online ‘China’s animals and habitats  game.




Animal names in ‘Let’s count the animals!’

English Pinyin Literal translation Chinese
giant panda da xiéng mao big bear cat K AE S
red panda xido xiéng mao small bear cat N AR A
tiger |30 hu old tiger =i
gibbon chang bi yuan long arm ape KA I
pika shu tu mouse rabbit R &
elephant da xiang big elephant X £
Bactrian camel | shuang feng tué double peak camel AL B
otter shui ta water otter TK MR
bharal yan yang cliff sheep =¥
takin ling niu antelope ox o

Explore beyondthepanda.org.uk website to find lots more information on
giant pandas, other Chinese wildlife, Chinese culture and the Mandarin
language.




Definitions

Pinyin

Pinyin is the name of the system we can use to spell out the sounds of the Chinese characters.
Tone marks are written with the pinyin to show which tone to use. It is important to note that
the sounds still have to be learnt as the pinyin words are not pronounced the same as English.

Tone
Mandarin has 4 tones and one neutral (toneless) tone. The tone used determines the meaning
of the word.

For example:
ma means mother; 3{(—%
ma means hemp; /ﬁ\ (hemp is a fibre used to make rope)
ma means horse; 27
oo
ma means to scold =
ma denotes a question. U—%
Radical

A Chinese radical is part of a Chinese character and is how the character would be found in a
traditional Chinese dictionary. The radical usually relates to the meaning of the character.
Some radicals are useful to know and recognise.

Useful Greetings and Expressions

hello ni hao ’VJ’: v){(:f_
thanks xiéxie ﬁ} 1%_}
you are welcome bu ke qi Z: :;,: EL
SOrry (excuse me) duibuqi Xd. Z: %@
that’s all right (it's ok) méi guankxi /iﬁé %
goodbye zaijian 1@‘)’1




Notes
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The RZSS Beyond the Panda educational programme is designed for cross curricular
learning where students investigate and discover more about China, its culture,

language, geography, giant pandas and other Chinese wildlife.
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